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New York Theatre Ballet Performs
at Algonquin

By Karen Meister

Everyone knows the fairytale of Cinderella,
but seeing it performed through the art form of ballet
in Manasquan (NJ) was a beautiful and enriching
experience.

This event took place at the Alongquin Arts
Theater in Manasquan on Nov. 28 and 29. The very
talented New York Theatre Ballet Company gave an
excellent rendition of the ever-popular tale in three
extraordinary scenes.

Cinderella was portrayed by Elena Zahlmann
with such grace and agility that the hour-long ballet
seemed to just fly by. Other superior performances
were given by stepmother, Micki Weiner, and those
wicked step-sisters (who were actually rather
comical), Jeffrey Kazin and David Parker.

Of course we all remember the lovable fairy
godmother who, in this version, brought along
another fairy as “the bringer of love.”

Both Melissa Sadler and Carmella Lauer,
respectively, were as lithe and graceful as delicate
ballet dancers are imagined. Mitchell Kilby was
sensational as the Dancing Master and “The Clock”
was ingenious.

The second story performed by the company was
Carnival of Animals, which takes place in a magical
forest ruled by Diana, Queen of the Forest (Elena
Zahlmann) and a “roarful lion” (Mitchell Kilby).
While Diana is detained, two lost children appear in
the forest and are abducted by the lion’s lair of animal
friends. They retreat from frightening the youngsters,
upon Diana’s return, who orders kindness and respect
to prevail in her domain, and the children are finally
set free.

The animals for this set included chickens,
horses, a donkey, elephant, kangaroo, and a most
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beautiful bird, all in the most stunning array of
original costumes designed to put a smile on your
face. Again, both the dance and music were superb.

It seemed that the audience, made up of all ages,
was enthralled with the choreography, costume and
set design, and the magnificent music of both Sergei
Prokofiev (Cinderella) and Camille Saint-Saens
(Carnival). The dancers seemed to float through the
air and every movement was precisely aligned with
the musical score.

After the show, artistic director Diana Byer
appeared on stage and offered the audience a chance
to linger and ask questions of the dancers.

Several interesting questions were asked and
the dancers were eager to answer them all. They do
practice many hours; they do travel extensively in the
U.S. and abroad; they do enjoy many dance forms
and they do come from as far away as Australia and
as near as Neptune and Brick.

Bravo to this spectacular theater ballet company
for thoroughly entertaining a diverse audience of
youngsters and adults with such a delightful and
memorable performance.
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